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Dear board members of AQE Ltd and PPTC, 

I write to you as the organiser of the #BringItBackToPrimary campaign and on behalf of parents who 

are deeply concerned as to the affects Covid-19 has had upon our children’s education and mental 

health and wellbeing. 

The current P6 children, if they return to face-to-face teaching on Monday 12 April, will have missed 

approximately 60 days of their P5 year and 60 days of the current P6 year. This will have impacted 

children in a range of different ways and as parents we believe this is something you must consider 

in the plans for your post primary transfer tests. Due to the well documented fact that no two 

children will have been impacted in the same way, we are requesting that you establish a parent 

panel to ensure consultation happens with parents. The parent voice is an extension of the child 

voice and this MUST be the top priority going forward. 

The current P7 children have experienced an extremely difficult and anxious year and we believe this 

could have been avoided had better contingency plans been put in place. By establishing a parent 

panel not only will the voices of our children be heard, which is crucial to this system, but we also 

believe that openness and transparency will help to reduce the anxiety associated with months of 

uncertainty. The timelines in which information was available, and indeed the lack of communication 

from selective schools, was unacceptable and must be addressed for the coming year. 

If the transfer tests are to proceed for 2022 admission, as the Education Minister has already 

indicated, we also ask that you engage with all stakeholders to discuss these taking place in primary 

schools. Not only will this help reduce anxiety for our children, but it will also reduce the risk of 

transmission as children will remain in their school ‘bubble’ and will not be expected to mix with 

hundreds of children from different primary schools. The message since March 2020 has been very 

clear – social distancing, avoid large groups of people (indoor and outdoor) and reduce your 

contacts. It is simply unacceptable for any organisation to disregard this message when there are 

viable alternative options available. 

On behalf of all concerned parents, I ask that you give both the parent panel and the location of 

tests due consideration. Minister Weir has already indicated a willingness to convene a meeting with 

all stakeholders and I would request that you avail of this urgently. 

I look forward to your response in due course. 

Yours sincerely, 

Naomi McBurney 

#BringItBackToPrimary 


